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See the mountain spring

Sparkle with joy,
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Like the light of stars!
Above the clouds
Generous spirits
Nourished his freshets
In thickets among crags
Brisk with young vigor
From the clouds he dances
Down to marble boulders,
Exultant, he leaps again
Up toward heaven
Through gaps between peaks
He rolls his bright pebbles,
And with a leader’s strides
Carries his sibling streams
Onwards and downwards.
And then, in the valley,
Flowers blaze in his footsteps,

And the green fields breathe
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With the life of his breath
No dark valley can hold him,
Nor can flowers
Bent at his knees
Contain him with adoring glances;
He bursts his way to the flat land
Like a snake uncoiling.
Little streams nestle,
Flocking to his side; and now
He enters, glittering,
Into his meadows
And the land shines with his light,
The lowland rivers
The mountain brooks
Cheer for him, shouting: Brother,
Brother, take us with you,
Take us to your ancient Father,

To the everlasting ocean,
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Who waits for us
With open arms;
Open, alas, in vain
To embrace his eager ones:
For in the avid desert
Dry sand eats us,
The sun above us
Will suck our blood, a hill
Dams us to a pond! Brother,
Take your lowland brothers with you,
Take your brothers from the mountains
With you, with you, to your father!
Come, all of you!
Majestically
He rises; a noble family,
They bear aloft this royal lord,
And on he rolls, triumphant,

Naming whole countries, the cities
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Which come to life at his feet.
Unstoppable now, he rides in thunder,
Leaving behind him turrets tipped
With flame, marble palaces,
Evidence of his abundance
Like Atlas, he carries great ships
On his giant shoulders. The flutter
Of a thousand whistling sails
Testify to his might and majesty.
So he carries his brothers,
His children, his treasures,
In roaring tides of joy
To their father’s waiting heart
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